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Üicked   up   the   day  we   went   down   and   we  were   very   glad   to   see   ea€h
äther.      I   felt   bad   about   Griff   as   We  had   begome  Very   good   fríends
1   mentícined   the   list   l   had   seen   on   the   board  and   thë.v   had   seen   í+.
also+     Bill   was   close   enough  to  see  Gríff   go   down   ín   the  water.     He
then  hearcl   the   shots   that   had   killed  him  but   he   didn't   know   Ít   at
that   time.

There  must  have  been  about   f ifty  of   us  that   boarded  the   train.
We  were   a   míxture   of   Allied   f lyers,   American,    Ënglí§hí    Canadian,
Australian,     New    Zealanders     and     South    A£ricans.         We    were    all
Aírforce   Off icers   and   our   destinatíon   was   a   place   called   Stalag
Luft   Iïl   and  was   loi-,ated  about   ninety  miles   southeast   Qf   Beïlin.
The    lQaf    Qf    bread    was    to    sustain    us    for    tl-ie    tríp,    whi.ch    was
expected  to  take  two  oT  three  days,   dependíï-ig  cni   the  air-raids.     W£
were   lQaded   into   two  coaGhes   with  our   guards,   there  must  have   been
one   for   ever¥   t-wo   Qf   us,    and   we   wers   ver¥.   crowded.       After   a   few
hours   it   became  very   uncomfortable   as   we   only   had   raom  enc}ugh   to
sit  dc)wn   and  no  movíng  around.     Just   before  dark   the   train   stopped
o`utside   a   town   and  we  were   told   to   get   c>ut   and   relieve   ourselveËL
Passengers   in   the  other   cars   stared   at   us   as  we   followed   orders.
Tïie   traín   contiriued  on   ínto   the   staticm  where   we   sat   for   several
hours.     Sc)me  evidence   of  a  pre,vious  bombing   raid  could   be   seen.     Ä
guard    .sai.d    that   American   ljuf tgang.sters    had   bombed    the    Gity   and
desti`oyed  much  of   the   traG.ks.      That   was   the   reason   for   our   delay.
We  c`ould  rjnly  hope  the  RAF  had  a  dífferent   target   for  tonight  as   we
were   sítting   ducks.      The   guards   allowed   some  of   the   smaller   of   us
to  clímb  into  the  baggage  racks  overhead  whích  relieved  our  crowded
c3onditíon    consíderably.     They  were   lucky  as   they  could  stretch  out
arid   sleep.       I   was   very  miserable   with  m¥   cast   and   seemed   to   ac;he
all   over.

We     start,ep±    movirig    abciü.t     midnigh.t     which     lifted     everyc>ne's
spirits.      Än   hcmr   c!r   two   out   Qf   the   c:ít¥,.   we   heard   shcti   frc5m   the
i=jther  €=ar  and  the  traín  stopped.     Thm  guards   jumped  out  and  started
''flappíng",    a   word    we   used    to   desc;ribe    the    German   antics    when
e.xcit,ed    Qr    mad.        Two    prísr3ners    had    jum.ped    out    a    window    in    an
attgmpt   to   esGape.       One   was    Garríed   bac;k   with   a   broken   leg   and
other-injuries,  while  a   little   later  we  heard  some  shootíng  and  the
soldiers  returned   carrying  the  cit,her   bc!dy.     We  found  out   that   the¥
were   Polísb.    f lyíng   ín   the   Free   Polish   Squadron   wíth   the   P`ÄF.      We
räÈgiánsïavpeunp?Ïädnä%rbtyhe,È=thoamlel.owínTäeaÉfaimnor?ov:glkoinng?ndáä?

Englishman    started    arguing    with   a    guard    spËaking    in    German,     I
rü.aught    the   word   "dumpfkoff"    [dümbhead],    used   by   the   ljimey.       The
guar.`d  struck  hím  ín  t-ne  face  wiLh  hís  ríf íe  butt,   the.n  proceeded  to
beat  him  uncc>nscitjus.     This  was  a  g`ood   índicatíon  to  the  rest  of   us
that   they  were   in   a   foul   mood,   and  not   to   be  harrassëd.

After    da¥    ligïtát    we   a.gain    ali(5wed    to    get    off    the    t-rain    and
+..jec!am[e  a   íittle  more   comfortable.      We   lined   up  and   were  €ounted.   t.3
s{.3e   that   we  we-i`e   all   still    there  and   loaded  back   into   the   Gc3a€hes.
We  were  allowet3  to   tarK  again  but   it  wasn't   lcjng  before  ssme  Límeys
started   siï`Lg`ing  patí`iotii:   srJng;5,   which  i3nl-¥-infüríated   the   i3`uards.
£m   again  we  were   forbidden   to   talk.

Wg  müvec3.   al{3ïig   g-{]Ï3€:!`   t`nat   daï;   and   irá    +,h£   1ate   äf te,i.-nï3cjn  \ijJiieri   i#
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sïiGuld   of   hdd   ciur   pit    stopí    we   were    infcirmed    that   we   w.ouid   s{Jcrin
reac;`n   our   destinaticm   and   be   in   the   camp  before   long.      Hours   went
by   and   gtill   we   did  not   stcip.      Natuïe   started   taking   ít's   course,
and   before   lc!ng   the   coa`ühes   started   to   smeH   very   foul.      Sc}metime
ar{jui-id  mí€lnight  we  did  f ínaily  stop  at  a  smaH   staticm.     The  guards
i~}cjinted   out    £jome   search    lights   in   the   distance   and   sai.d   that   -v`ias
Üur   camp,    but   hre   would   remaín   on   the   traín   until   da¥líght.       The
guards   all   moved   Qutside   to   guard   us.     We  werenï   allowed   to  open
the    wíntiows     so    by    mDrníng    the    stench    was     aimost    unbearable.
ThankfLiHjJ   for  me   1   was   having  a  bout   of   constipatíon.
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CHAPTER   IV
POW   CÄMP,    STALAG   LUFT    11I
July   3,    1943    to   Jan.    29,    1945

0n  July   3,1943,   we  arrived  at   Stalag  ljuft   111.     A  model   camp,
it   was    said    tc)   be    the   best    in    the   country.       It    was   under    the
c:ontrol   of   the   l,uftwaffe,   with   c>nly   Allied   f lying   officers   held
here.      There  was   a   small   ct3mpound   set   asíde   for  prisoner  workers.
Either  Russian  POW's   c)r   imprisoned   Jews  with   a   large   Star  of   David
painted  on  the  backs  of   their  clothes.   We  were  lined  up  and  marched
abóut    two   i-niles   to   the   camp,    where   all    the   inmates   were    crowded
near   the   gate.       It    took   nearly   all   morning      before   we   were   all
inside.    We  were  f inger-prínted  and  photographed.     Then  our  clothes
were    taken    while    we    shQwered.        I    think    we    were    all    a    little
apprehensive    about    these    German    showers,    and   were    all    greatly
relieved  when   water   came   out   of   the   shower   heads   instead   of   gas.
Äs    we    showered    our    clothes     were    being    washed    and    dipped     in
disinfectant,.      We  were   issued  a  dog-tag  with  a   number,   míne   being
1618.         This    meant     that     l    was     the    1618th     sQmething,     probably
Ämerícan   Airforce   Of f icer    to   be   captured.       At    the   gate   we   were
issued   a   knife,   fork   and   spoon;   a  bowl,   plate   and   cup;   a   blanket
and   a    straw-filled    "palias"     [pad   or   mattress].       Armed   with   all
these  goodies   we  f ínaliy  entered   the  North   compound.     At   this   time
there  were   three  cömpounds   in  c]peratiün.   The  East,   Center   and   the
newly  opened  North.      The   South   compound  was   under   construction   at
the  time   but  would  nQt  be   f inished  and  occupied  until   October.      It
would  be   home   to  American  Off icers   oniy  as   would  the  West   that   was
still   on   the   drawing  board.      The  others   would   remain   all   Brítish.
Here   i.ri   the  North  we  were   some  what   segregated  by  barracks.

The   Senior   Ranking   American   C)ff icer   was    a
wíth  three  other   Colonels  had  been  medium  bomber
The   mediums   were   twin-engine   B-25's   and   B-26's.
of   them   the   f írst   pai-t   of   the   war.      They   f lew
Germans  threw  everything  they  had  including  the
sink   at   them.

Ail     the    new    kriegies    were     interrogated
O£f icers,   and   assigned   to   Qur   livíng   quarters.
again.        Even    to    the    saluting,    although    this
voluntary.      As   we  were   all   presumably  C)ff icers
fL)f    the   questions    the¥.   asked   was   amusing   to   iïte.
ä-pec,íal      skilis,       such      as      pic;.king      pockets,

Colonel,    he   along
Group   Cammanders.

We   had   lc)st   man¥
very   low   and    the

proverbial   kitchen

by    one     of     th£se
Back    in   the   Army

was    more    or    less
and   Geritlemen,    c3ne

cc3unterfeítíng,    É2tc3.?"      ThesË   t.alents   were   very
the   escape   actívitíes   whic;h   was   t±-ie   top   priority

Besídes  Bill,   Earl   a.íid  m¥self ,    there  were   two
í3u:í.-Grc`up.      Theiï-plane  h.ad   blawn   up   in  mid-aír,

"Did   we   have   any
cracking      safes,,

useful    in   st3tT{e   of

otl^iers  here   f rí3m
aiid  they  were   the

ïjnly   onË2s   t.hat   'v`Jt3re.   luc:ky   enoug-h   to   have   been   blown   free   and   were
Ï.`v'ciaring     tïieir     Ï_=iarac;hut.Ë±s.           They     were     the     Navígator     arid     the
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Bombardier.    Evií±entB  the  nose  sectíon  had  separated  from  the  main
fuselage.     All   of  our  gunners  had  gone  to  another  camp  aiid  we  might
see   them  again   after   the  waï`.

Af ter   getting   settled    ín   oür   barracks   we   were    issued   a   Red
Cross    Parcel.       The   allíed   gc>vernments    bought    these   parcels   and
hired  the  lnterriatiilnal   Red  Cross  tü   deliver  them.     Theoretícally,
each  man  wa`s   to   receíve  one,    ten  pound  parcel  week.   The¥  came   from
England,  Ameríca  and  Canada  and  were  aH   dif ferent  which   gave  us   a
gfjod   v-aríety   €3f    f{]od   stuf fs.       When   mixed   with   the   meager   German
ratíc>n we,  received,   ít  was   suff ic:ient  to  keep  us  relativly  healthy,
although  constantly  hung.ry.     The  meric:an   and  Canadían  were  almost
the    same    except    t`ne    Canadian    contained    a    half    pound    of    sweet
chocolate  and  a  can  c>f   large  dried  bíscuits.     These  c"H  be  ground
up  tc]   use  as   f lour   in   cakes,   pies   etc. ,   also  when   soaked  they  made
huge  pancakes.     In  cQntrast   the  American  had  D-Bar  o£  chocolate  and
a   ï5an   c)f   K+   Grackers.       In   addítiion   to   these   ítems;    raisons   or
pï-unes,  a  can  of  soluble  coffee  [Ne§cafe] ,   pound  of  sugar,   powdered
iï\i]k   EKlim]    ,   Velveeta   C:heese,   a   can  of   Spam  c}r   salmon  and   a   pound
o.€  oleomargËÈrine.     The  America-n  had   a  smaH   can  of   jam  and  butter.
Thë  British   added   tea   instead  of   coffee,   a   can  Öf   corned  beef   or
guch  exotic  treats  as  ox-tail   soupr   c;anned  kidneys  and  c:anned  f iE;h.
Äll    of    these    parcels    were    greatly    appreciated    and    absolutely
riecessary   fQr   our   survival.       We   also   drew   a   German   ratíon    that
varied  wíth  the   season.     Also  the   ioaf  of   brown  ersatz   [ímitatíon]_     _.__11,`^+-+r`   r2+ir`n.     someW.l  l{1     |llt=      i3C{+Ü`+|i  .          .L+~~      ____

liberall¥  díffused  wíth  sawdust,   a   small  potato  ratiorL   some
cheese     occasionally,      pea,      barley     or     deh¥drated     sc>up

usly  seasc>ned  wíth  vari.ous  types   of  worms  and  other  bugs   and_1    __]    iL^   ~h]ff    hlniÄn    f)ff
ried   millet   which   when   crushed   and   the   cÏ`.aff   blown   c>ff

seasc}neQ   WILÍL    Valluup    U.yy~~     ~_    ``_____

g.ooci    corn     bread+         AISO    thefF___¥==.,fb-=n^°flíd   hf,:+ïtËÍË:ívestock    food,    but    alsoa    sort    of    turnip    used    for    1
=___

bread
mo i d¥
genero
in§ects.   d
made    very
kolarabí,     a     sort     oi     tur[!i.u     ui,t=u     Lu.      ..vü,~.____
reïíshed   by   Kríegies.       Occasíonally   we   were    treated   with   hors
heads   and   lower   legs   to  boil   for   equíne   soup.      Not   to  mention   th
weekl¥    ration    of    Blutwurst     [Blood    sausage].        This    had    to    b
{=ongealed   blood  with   animal   hair,   gristle..   crushed  bone   and   othe
uriídentif ía`ble  parts  of   the  animal  anatomy  that  obvíously  was  swep`T__J1..~~    +n     C:ä`7       mÄnv    our].iuEjiii.ilLo`Ul.5    r.iÁ-Ue,     `L,_      _.._    ____

m  froin  the   f loor  of   the  slaughter-house.   Neëdless  to   saw  man¥  o1    ____.:L~.a       ;n       +híi      r,11tsïíf]ÉÏ       iatrineslatrines,
tnese      issut3=      Wt=lt=      U_Uiui`[.,       -_r-._  _  _
preferably  without   looking   it   in   the  face.     However  before  the   en.
ctf   the  war   they  were  greedíh   li€ked  up   to   the   last   bug  or  hair.

Each  c!f   the  barrailks  had  a  small   kitGhen  with  a  cook-strjve   anrr.Í.m^   ^n    +hiG    c:rn`7ë   was    a||c}tted   to    the   rooms    SO   that    eac

these    issueË    were    quiGkly    depQsited    in     the    outsíde
lip    Lï-UILt    LJic     LiuuJ.     uL      -+i~    ---- `-LÏ--

.,             r   _    .._               TT,`..;`=7r`|/`     hóf

{:,Ïven.         Tíme    c3n    this     stove   was    allc±Llt±U    IU     LHS    LUV.[..     ~`.     ~.____
wQum  hav-e   the   same   amount   cif   tíme   to  prepare   thei.r   tasty  dís'nes•--.--  ~-~h.~`L`:r.^-tA7ara   maïip   |m   Of    six   or    eight   men   a\j\'lJIAj.  \Ji       ll(JA   V   -         ,JIA\~        --Ú,-__        _____

The   rooms   or   c;oGking   combines   were  made   up   of   six   or   eignt   me!i
first.   Later   the¥  wc5uld  be  eight  and  twelve   tQ  the  r{jom.     EaGh   ro
`wt}um     Ë]ool     theír     ratíon,      appoíntíng     one     indvídual     as      "Fo.          L_.__.,.~     ~+     +h;g    m,`.=+     iïï\nrirtaWt}UICï       E}{jul        |!lt=J.i        iuLi.-uu         -]r.~---~  -         ,
FuehrrÈrL   either   permanentB  or   take   t-ürri.s   at   thi.s  most   importan
i'iuty.      He  was   ip.  absolute   c;ha-rge  of   the  ratic]ns   and   c:cntH  c;c>Qk   an
raticin   t,hem   as   he   wished.       The   basic    ídea   was   to   make   ths   meal
ta,Sty?     f illing?    arid    balanced    sQ    th.e    Ïtijeeklïf    ratíon    wc>un     las
through   the   Week.     _._   ___,`.`:+`+_rj   „„h   +,*Ïn   ft+hers   cn`   the   train   ridë\_  i1i  \J++tJ,'1á        `--+.\\-r       (,  -_  -_

Bill  and   1   be€a.ï`i`.e  acciuaíntë£Í  w-ít`h   two  c3thers  cH`   tne   T."H  ||u
s3   T.-.h.e   fí-jui-of   uS   jrjined   four  oldeï-   kriegíes   t.o   make  our   eight   m
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i'_ic!n`ibine.      These   four   had  been   down   about   fc>ur  months   and  were   well
settled    into    kriegie    iife.         Some    cf     their    rules    were    rather
díffícult   to  ac:cept   but  necessary   to  harmoníous   livíng.     It   wasn't
long  before  we  were   as   goc)fy  as   they  were,

The  older  kriegies  were  Harold  Clymer   frcjm  Quakersviller   Pa.   He
was  a   rich  kid   t.nat   f;ouldn't   get  alcing  with  his   step-mother  so   ran
away    to    Canada    and    joined    the   RC:AF     [Rc2yal    Canadían    Aír    Fc>ï`ce].
Íj'pon      his   graduation   from   f lying   school   he   was   sent    to   England.
There  he  flew  American  made  A-20's  as  níght   fighters  agairist  German
bc]mbers.        When    Ameríca    entered    the    war,     he    was     autcmatic:ally
transferred   to   the   U.S.   Äirforce.   where  he   became  a   co-piliit   on   a
8~17    His   piiot  was   Rt3ger  Fc>rtin,   a  misplaced  French-Canadían   born
in    Boston.          The     Bombardier     on     the     c;rew    was     Tom    Waldc>n     from
Brunswick,   Georgia.     Älsö   flying-with   them  that  day  as  a  gunner  was
Maurií=e  Pickett,   a  Warrant-Off icer  from  Sweethome,   Oregon.     He  need
neúer    have    been     in     a    POW    c:amp.          He    went     Qverseas     as     Group
Engineering  Off icer    in   the   90th   Group.      His,    was   a   ground   job   in
charge   Lif    all    the   air   mechanics    in    the    Group.       When    the   Group
became  short   of  guriners,   Picket   volunteered  to  make  a  mission.     On
thís   first   mission   he   was    credited   with    shooting   down   a   German
f ighter   piane,   so   became   a   full   time   gunner.      This   90th   Grc]up   had
flown   the    first    B-17's    to    En.gland   and    häd   made    twelve   missions
before   they  were   shQt   down   ín   December,1942.      The   other   two   were
froiï\   the    306th   Groüp,    and   were    shot    down    the    same   day   we   were
except   they  were   on   the   other   raid   to  Huls.      The  pilot   was   Harold
Giliiiüre   Russellí     from    Eau    Claire    Wisconson.        His    co-pilot    and
Bombardier  had   been  killed   ín  the  plane.     The  Navigator  was     ljouis
:teven   Chadwick,    c)f    Fernandina,    Fiorida.       Chadwick   and   1    became
very    gaod     friends,     and    spent     many    hciurs    waiking    arouïi_d     the
perimeter   c>f   the   camp   teiling   stories   and   lies   to   eac:h   other.
He  was   frQm  a  wealthy   Cathoiic   family  and   nËver   attended   a  public
schoc)l.     His   fat'rier  owned  ships  and  beach  prQpert,y  at   Jacksonvillef
F.1oridat       When    Chadwick   was    fi3ur   years    old    and   his    sister    six,
theír  parents   died   in   a  shíp  wreck  at   sea.     His  Mother's  brother   a
Commander    Brady,     a    graduate     of    Annapolis     Naval     Academy,     was
appointed   guardian   of    the   children.       His    being    iri   t`ne   Navy   and
5ing-le,   he   left    the   chiidren   in   the   care   of   hís   Mother,    Grandma
Brady.        Chadwick    attended   prívate    Catholic    sc;hools    and    was    to
becQme  a   Priest.      Two  weeks   before   he  was   to   be  rjrdained,   the  war
started    so    he    prc>mrjtly     forgot     the    Priesthood    and     jc}iiied     the
Äirforce.       His   Father's   estate   was    tc}   be   settled   when   he   became
twenty-one.  that   would  be   iri  August,1944.      Then  we   would  be   iiving
i,vith   a  Íïúllic!naire.

No   i3nË    in    our   ccimbine   wanted    the   responsibility   of    the"Food
Fuhrer"   job   permanently,   so   we   changed   off ,   eac'n   taking   it   for   a
week  at  a  time.     Äf ter  the  f írst  round  throrigh  the  roster,   Chadwic:k
was    relieveí]i    frc}m   this    duty   because    he   was    too   gcjod   a    taster.
Pickett  and  Russell   -were  tSo   busy   in   the  escape   activity,   Bill   and
ïíJal€]ion  spent  ali   of   their   time  piaying  ballf   Clymer  was   toö  rattle-
i~jrained   tö  plan   É;o  we  wouldn't   ruri   out   of   fc>c„d   in   the  middle  of   the
week  and  F:`3rtin   t`=m   gonten`tptíble   tc!  iïiake  an   effort*     They  all   liked
tn¥   w{.3¥    f)f    i`'!a_n~dlj.ng    tïie    jc!b,    and    bejng    in    the    cast    1    couldn't    do
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muc:h  of  anythíng   else,   so   1  was  appointed  permanent   "Food   Fuhrerï
The  others  aH  had  dutíes  also.     Some  one  had  to  pick  up  our   German
ratíon   eacïï   day.         A  water   carrier   to   get   hot   water   twice   a   day
frc>m   the   kítczhen.      The   rQc)m  must   be   swept   and   mopped   each   day   and
one  man   from   the   cc>mbin€  was   required   to   join   th.e   c:amp   labor   gang
eac:h     da¥.

That    f irst    day    ín    the   caïïp,    July    3rd,    the   "ericans   were•.t       _£     T--i..    ~mi^hv.i+inn_         Tn    f!ne    room   of    my    barrac:ksa    4th   of    Jui¥   ceiebratíon.        in   one   room   OL   llly    LjQllQL.f`U
hig.hly  secre.t  was  takíng  place.     We  didnï  knc"  until   the
Lng  what   this  was  aH   about.     Others  were  strainíng  raisin_£___._.,        ~-n`niinrT    i+     rïpnerousIV

planning
gQmethin9
ri e x t
wine
alön"bug

fQr  water   in   case  of   f ire.      Each  barracks   was   bless-ed  with   two  of
batch.        'i'ne   wlne    C;asKS    Ubt=U    Wt=LÏ=       .`U=,~   ,,______

t h_ e s e .
About  sun~up  the  morning  Qf  the  4th,   I  was  awakened  by  the  cry,

"To  arms,to   arms,   the   Brití§h  are   coming".     Out  of   the  door   Qf   the
room  that  was  so  bus¥  yesterday,   came  a  horse  fashioned  from  palías
cïlivËÈrs    with    a    Coloníal     type    astride.         Gallopíniï    through    the
barracks,  he   turned  and  made  another  run,   making  §ure   that  aH   the
Englíshmen    were    awake.         Awa¥    he    went     through    aH     the    other
barTäcks.      The   German   guards   thQught    it   was   funny,   we   thought    it
ver¥  clever  and  appropríate  Íor  the  oc;c;asic>n,   but   the  Englísh  sai.d,
"Bíc}ody   well    ignorant   you   know".

Things  settled  down   a  bit   until   after   "Ar;ell",   meaning  to   faH
out   iri   formation   to   be  coünted.      After   a  heart¥   breakfast   of   one
t:n.in      slice   c3f   bread   and   ersatz   jam,   the   party   started.      We   sang
om  patriotic   songs   of   the  Ëevolütion.   and  Patríck  Henry  gave  his
famous  speec:h.     The  Ënglísh  took  a  ver¥  dim  view  of   the  proceedings
and   became   downright   insulting.      With   the   wine   f lowing   sQ   freeB
all   over   camp,    it   was   ínevítable   that   some   Yanks   and   some   I.íme¥s
woum  wage  th.eir   cwn  private  war.     Beíng  outnumbered  b¥  abo-üt   f íve
to   one,   we   lost   an.d   all   of   our   ïeaders   were   thrown   iri   the   f íre-
pool,   a   largë   {=onc;rete   líned  pool.      Some   of   the   Germans   jQined   in
the  festívities  and  aH  had  a  good  tíme  except   the  Englísh  who  took
it   all   as   an   insult.      The-y   were   quite   obnoxious   an¥way.      Many   of
them    were    frQm    aristocratíc    families,     the    grandson    Qf    Tst-ínston
C:hurchiH   was   here.    and   other   relatives   of   royal    families.       The
Englísh    ran    the   camp   anid   did   a    good    job.        Some   o£    them       were
captured   at   Dunkírk   in   1940   when   the   Brítísh   were   pushed   out   o£
Franc:e    into    the   Englísh   Channel.        Some   of    the   old    timers    were---- :-1--       +t`^      raic:in      winer       Which       they

morning   wnaL    iJila    tïvao   Qj.1    U~V_U.        _.___T_
into  aH   kinds   of   storage   contaíners,   sampling   ít   generousl¥

g  the   way.     The  wine  was  made  with  raisi.ns,   sugar,   water   and   a",    the   bug    was    some    mash    still    fermenting    from   a    previou§
h.     The  wine   casks  used  were    huge  wooden     vats  primarily  used.          ____    Li^~~,`,i    i^ri+h     +wíi    rïf

Franc:e     into     tne     Engiisn     \,Iltïllllt=|.           h,V.L[.U     __      +___
ac€-jomplished     brewers.          Besídes      the     raísin     wine,     which     the
äístílled,the,-y   also    laid   down   batches    of    potato   'whískey.       Thí
c;cmm   be   pur.c:hased   wíth   Gig-arettes,   €hoc;olate   aand   other   fDc}ds.

Many   (Jf    those   wË±aring   the    RAF   uïi.iform   were   natives   of    othe
¥iirfinËï.an   cc3.üntries+       The¥   had   escaped   to   EnL3`1and   when    the   German.      .  .          _._            rnL_.T    .,^l;-r`    T±rr`ílh!n    a

took   over   there   hc5iï`.elands   anci   jciined.   the   RAÉ.      Th.ey   were   kn€]wn   a
Ei.irc}pe.an     cc.3.uïit,Ï  IE3-ä  +          1llcz¥     „LAU    ~U__jr__.      _

The  FreË  Pc51isli.   Squadrün„   The   Free  D-ütch  Squadron,   The  Free   Frenc
S[iiuad.rcm     etcL          The     faï-ïïoi.is     Eagle     Sqíuadron    was     H     Ameríca
volunteers  b-ut  w-ere  autcir"tif=,ally   tr€i`nËferïned   t,o   the  U.S,   Äirfc}rc
iÁj'.riËn      we   entere,d   t'_n.ë   war.
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Case¥   Jc3nes,    Äce    Lang-don   and   Gec>rge    Sperry   were    three    Eagle
t-,ypes  that   1  knew  pretty  weH   George  arid  his  brother  had  inherited
the  Sperry  Flour  Mills,1ücated   in  northern  Califcirnia.     Whíle   his
brother    squandered    the    family    fortune   at    hc>me7    here   was    George
slowly  grjing  nuts   in  a   POW  c;amp.     By   time   the  waï-ended  he  would   be
a  meïi3lb==Ëeáressed   c,rew   ín   the   camp   was   a   8-26   c,rew.        They   had

lef t  lceland  f lying  to  England  `/ía  Scotland.     Either  bad  weather  Ür
poor  navigation  caused  them  to  miss  Scotland  completely  and  home  in
í)n  the  German  held  Brest  Peninsula  ín  France.     The  tower  at   a  f ield'talked  them  in  and  they  had  no  inkling  of   their  místake  until   after
landíng.      The   Germans   allowecï   them   to   keep   all   their   clothes,    so
they   had   a   full   wardrobe+       The   only   clothing   conf iscated   by    the
Germans   were   the  heavy   sheepskin     líned   f lyíng   suit.

We  were   allowecl  to  receive  one  ten   pound  parcel   from  our   f31ks
every   four  months.     The   f irst   one   took  abcmt   six  months   to  arríve
and  was  very  anxiously  awaited.     Usually  we   requested  clothíng  and
toilet   aTtíc;]es.       In   addític>n    to   thís   personal   parcel,    we    could
receive  three  cartong  c>f  cigarettes  every  six  weeks.     These  parcelg
were  packed  by  our  parents  or  riext  of  kin,   and  must  have  been  quite
a  struggle  fcff   them  tQ  obtaín  the  ítems  requestedí   and  to  pack  them
to   conform   to   the   spec:if ícations    of    the   U.S.    government   and    the
Swiss   Red   Cross.      Onc;e   in   a   while   the   government   wc}uld   thrc"   in   a
!3pecíal  parcel   that   would  contaín  escape  materials  but  usuall¥   the
German   censors   woüld    intercept    them.        All    of    the   parc;els    were
Garefully  searched.     Canned  food  was  punctured  so  we  could  not  save
ít    up    for    escape    food.        The    Germans    could    and    díd    conf iscate
anythíng  they  wanted.     The  non~perishable   items  were  stGck-pílË3d  to
be  used  as  emergency  rations   for  t-ne  future.     We  expec:ted  the  worse
when   ever   the   war   start.ed   windíng   down   and   the   Germans    realized
they  were   g-oing   to   lose.      We   knew   that   one   of    three   thíng£   would
happen.        E1]    The   gLi`ards   wouH   abandon   us    to   be    líberated   by   t.he
Russíans   [2]   We  would  be  mcjved  out   to  other   Gam-ps.    E3]   We  would   all
be    executed.        We   were    near    the    eastern   bc>rder    of    German¥,     so
assumed   that   the  Russian  Arm¥-would   líberate   us   if   abandoned.      If
we   were   to   be   moved,    we   made   §mall    packs   and   sled§    to   c:a_rr¥   our
meager   possessions    and    foc;d.        In    the   event    that    we   were    tQ   be
executed,   there  was  a  plari  for  this  also.     We    would  over-t,hrow  the
c:amp   and    fíght    it   out.       Hand   picked   personnel   were    traíned   and
bríefed  fc}r   the  take-cjver.     Thís   plan  was   under  the   directíon  cif   a
Major   "Silerü   Death   Sage.`.       He   was   an   ex_pert   ín   commando    tactics
r2nd  c>ther  faiic¥  arts  of   self  defense  and  mutilatíon.     When  Gaptured
he   was   wearíng  Äirforce   clothing   so   he   cc>uld   pass   as   a   shot   dQwn
f l¥er.      In  realíty-he  was   c>n  an   espionage  mission   and  organí23ing   a
r{3sistancí-3    unít    fr:}í`    äabotage    at     the    time    of    hís    capture.        His
`:lisguíse  wfjrked   or  he   would  i;3f   been  executed.      He   did  make   sev€.:ral
e:3{.;aïiës    that    were   alm`=3s+.    .su{=cessful,       On   cjne   he   was   crossincj    t-ne
FT€2n€ri  bcjrder  w`n.en  c-m  Gf   the  biirder  guards   recogï`ïíz.ed  hím.     Hs  had
t.~ïäl-fkë`]   in   t-}-Èe   €amp   previoügl¥.      Sage  was   Qffered  a   positicm   in   the
OSS   Er"  called  thË  CIA]  ,   and  was  trained  ín  covert  activíties.     He
<.^jas   just   dc>ing   his    jcjti   wheri   Ú.aptured_.      Hig   f irst   escape   at   Stalag
l,i,eift    11l    w8_s    the   u5ua.i_    wire.    job.        This    was    fíjllot¥`íed    by    tï`ie    iïe-


